
Integrating Literary Quotations 

MLA Format 



Writing About Literature 

}  When writing about a single work of fiction, mention 
the author’s name in the introduction to your paper. 

}  In your discussion of the work, refer to the narrator of 
the story, making sure you do not confuse the author 
with the narrator/character.   

}  The author and the narrator ARE NOT the same person. 



Example  

In the novel Human Cargo, author Des 

Zamorano introduces us to a feisty, hard-boiled, 

Mexican-American private investigator, Inez 

Leon. 



Introducing Literary Quotations--Hacker 31a 

}  When quoting the words of a character 
}  Name the character who is speaking 
}  Provide a context for the quote 

  



Formatting Literary Quotations 

}  If a quotation from a short story or a novel takes up four 
or fewer typed lines in your paper, put it in quotation 
marks and run it into the text of your essay.  Include a 
page number in parentheses after the quotation. 



Example  

Leon is not easily shaken by what she sees, even when it 
is murder, as we see early in the novel when she reports 
the beating death of an immigrant worker: “‘I want to 
report a beating, one that appears fatal,’ I told the desk 
sergeant.  I gave him my cell number, my home number, 
and my position; I was clean on this surveillance, I was 
ready to testify” (Zamorano, ch. 5). 



Formatting Literary Quotations: (More than Four Typed Lines)  

}  When quoting more than four typed lines of prose, set off 
the quotation by indenting it one inch from the left 
margin.   

}  Introduce long quotations with a colon.  Do not include 
quotation marks.   



Example 

Leon demonstrates her feelings of inadequacy with a flare 

for humor in her discussion of Russian terms with 

Pogoshyan: 

I hadn’t felt like such an out of the loop American in a 

long time.  Maybe I could take Russian during night 

classes over the summer.  Probably pick up an Asian 

language at the same time.  Give me that business 

edge over the competition.  (Zamorano, ch. 6) 



ANY QUESTIONS??? 


