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Signal Phrases 



Signal Phrases to Integrate Quotations 

S  Effective use of  source material requires that you include 
quotations in your paper in a way that allows the reader to 
understand the relevance of  the quoted material to your own 
argument.   

S  You should NEVER drop a quotation into your paper 
unannounced and apparently unrelated to the ideas around 
it.   

S  The quotations MUST ALWAYS be embedded into one of  
your own sentences. 



v  A signal phrase incorporates the quotation smoothly into your writing and 
provides context for the material.  Often the signal phrase will name the 
author of  the quoted material, serving to include the quotation smoothly and 
to attribute the idea to its source. 

v  To avoid monotony, vary the signal phrases you use to integrate quotations. 
EXAMPLES: 
v  In the words of  author and essayist Samuel Johnson, “The true measure of  a 

man is how he treats someone who can do him absolutely no good” (45). 
v  As Divakaruni has noted, “Looking down from the heights of  Maslow’s 

pyramid, it seems inconceivable to us that someone could actually prefer 
bread to freedom” (352). 

v  Arthur Hardy, a renowned expert on New Orleans Carnival traditions, points 
out that “Mardi Gras came to North America from Paris, where it had been 
celebrated since the Middle Ages” (14). 

v  Sheffield answers her critics by conceding, “The proposal did not account 
sufficiently for the economic downturn” (12). 



Signal Verbs 

acknowledges	 comments	 describes	 maintains	 reports	

adds	 compares	 disputes	 notes	 responds	

admits	 concedes	 emphasizes	 observes	 shows	

agrees	 con7irms	 endorses	 points	out	 states	

argues	 contends	 illustrates	 reasons	 suggests	

asserts	 declares	 implies	 refutes	 summarizes	

claims	 denies	 insists	 rejects	 writes	



Grammar & Punctuation 

S  A quotation must be made to fit the syntax and grammar 
of  your sentence, so take care as you experiment with 
signal phrases to introduce quotations.  Make sure the 
result is a grammatically correct sentence. 

S  Quotations may be introduced by two—and only two—
marks marks of  punctuation, the comma and the colon.  
Never introduce a quotation with a semicolon. 

 



Your turn . . . 

S  Create appropriate signal phrases for the following quotations.   

S  From “October” by Neil Gaiman 

S  “‘No,’ she said.  ‘I mean thanks and all that, but it’s fine.  I’m 
good’” (Gaiman). 

S  “I saw no obvious flaw in her life, no hole that she could fill by 
wishing, save one” (Gaiman). 



More practice quotes 

S  Create appropriate signal phrases for the following quotations.   

S  From “The Ways of  Meeting Oppression” by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
S  “He soon discovered that slaves do not always welcome their 

deliverers.  They become accustomed to being slaves” (468). 

S  “the principle of  nonviolent resistance seeks to reconcile the truths 
of  two opposites—acquiescence and violence—while avoiding the 
extremes and immoralities of  both” (469). 


