
Ellipsis	Points
MLA	Format



How	are	ellipsis	points	used?

• Ellipsis points are used to represent an omission from a direct 
quotation when it is cited by another writer. This series of three dots—
with a space before, after, and between them—is inserted where a 
word, phrase, sentence (or more) is left out.



Example
• Original direct quotation:
• “Driving is not as automatic as one might think; in fact, it imposes a heavy 

procedural workload on cognition that, especially in difficult driving 
conditions, leaves little processing capacity available for other tasks” 
(Salvucci and Taatgen 107). 

• Quotation with ellipsis points used correctly:
• “Driving is not as automatic as one might think; in fact, it imposes a heavy 

procedural workload on cognition that . . . leaves little processing capacity 
available for other tasks” (Salvucci and Taatgen 107).

• Quotation with ellipsis points used incorrectly:
• “Driving is not as automatic as one might think; in fact, it imposes a heavy 

procedural workload on cognition that...leaves little processing capacity 
available for other tasks” (Salvucci and Taatgen 107).



Ellipsis points when a full sentence or more has been 
eliminated.
Legal scholars Gostin and Gostin argue “individuals have 
limited willpower to defer immediate gratification for 
longer-term health benefits. . . . A person understands that 
that high-fat foods or a sedentary lifestyle will cause adverse 
health effects, or that excessive spending or gambling will 
cause financial hardship, but it is not always east to refrain” 
(217)



Word	of	caution

• Ellipses may not be used to alter the quotation in a way that 
inaccurately or unfairly represents the original text, either in 
meaning or grammatical construction. Quite simply, do not 
use ellipses to make a quote say something other than what 
the author originally intended.



Do: Don't:
Insert one space between each of the 
three ellipsis points.

Use ellipsis points at the beginning 
or end of a direct quotation (except 
in rare instances).

Insert a space before and after the 
ellipsis points.

Use ellipses to make a quote say 
something other than what the 
author originally intended.

Include the sentence's ending 
punctuation followed by the ellipsis 
points when the dots are inserted 
after a complete sentence.

Leave out the spaces before and 
after the ellipsis points or between 
them.

Ellipsis	Point	Usage:	Quick	View


