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Research Paper Assignment 

ASSIGNMENT:  Final Research Paper 
FOCUS:  Technology and The Circle by Dave Eggers 
 

• Length: 5-7 pages of content, not including the required works cited page.  
Minimum: five full pages of content.  Maximum: seven pages of content. 

• Research Focus: Your research focus is a specific feature of technology, and may be a 
particular issue or subject offered in The Circle by Dave Eggers.   

• Research Requirements 
1. Minimum of 5 academic sources. Recent news articles from reputable sources 

are permitted.  
2. All sources must be from the BC Library. 
3. Minimum two print sources from the BC library: e.g. books, journals, 

specialized encyclopedias. 
4. At least three electronic sources: e. g. e-books, electronic databases from the BC 

library. 
5. One source may be The Circle by Dave Eggers. 
6. No Open Internet sources. 
7. No abstracts. 
8. No book or film reviews. 
9. Printouts and/or photocopies of all sources cited in the paper. 

• Composition Requirements 
1. Incorporate sources relevant to the thesis. 
2. Use sources accurately, including signal phrases and context statements before all 

borrowed ideas and correct parenthetical citations. 
3. Organize paper logically with a clear thesis and pertinent topic sentences, 

demonstrating critical thinking and development. 
4. Employ appropriate grammar, punctuation, diction, and tone. 
5. Use correct MLA format. 
6. To receive any credit, the final paper MUST be submitted to turnitin.com. 

• Possible Research Areas:  I’ve listed some possible ideas for consideration, but the list 
is by no means complete.  Therefore, you have an opportunity to come up with your own 
related topic. 

 
Transparency Identity Human Rights 
Social Media Chip Implants Freedom of Information 
Personal Privacy Marketing/Advertising Psychological Conditioning 
Body cameras “TruYou” view Corporate Control of Info 
Self-Driving Cars Civilian Drones Video Surveillance 
Dating Apps Hacking Dark Web 
Smart Phones Auto Infotainment Systems Government Access 
Virtual reality Activism and social media Impact of e-books 
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Research Paper: Narrowing Your Topic Worksheet  
From Professor J.Wilkie, Monroe Community College (http://web.monroecc.edu/manila/webfiles/jwilkie/narrowingyourtopic.pdf) 

Quick Tips for Narrowing Your Topic  

• Look at an encyclopedia/Wikipedia-type site for general information on your topic and 
note interesting facts or ideas. (this is NOT a formal source for your paper—just a 
starting point   

• Ask yourself the following questions:  
o Who is my audience?  o Choose a topic that will be interesting to your audience.  
o Will my topic fit the assignment?  o Is my topic still too broad for the length of the paper?  
o What kind of information do I need to fulfill the assignment?  o A brief summary, magazine or 

journal articles, books, essays, encyclopedia articles, statistics? Can I locate these types of 
research materials for my topic?  

Using an Online Database for Narrowing Your Topic  
Search your topic in one of the BC Library databases (accessible through the BC Library website).  
Try Ebsco, Gale Opposing Viewpoints, and CQ Researcher, or a more topic-specific encyclopedia 
first. You can do subject searches to help narrow your topic, or sometimes there will be a box 
located on the left side of your screen titled “Narrow Your Search” or something to that effect.  
For research assistance, please find me or ask for help at the library reference desk.  
 
Narrowing Chart (example):  
Topic  Chocolate  

Sub-Topics  

History of chocolate, making of chocolate, health 
aspects of chocolate, chocolate addictions, brands of 
chocolate (Godiva, Hersheys, Lindt, etc.), 
consumption of chocolate, popularity around the 
world, forms of chocolate.  

What sub-topics are of most interest to you?  Health aspects of chocolate.  
What new questions do you have about your 
topic?  
 

Are there health benefits to eating chocolate? Can 
chocolate boost your mood? Is chocolate addictive?  

Develop a topic statement  
I will explore the health benefits of eating chocolate, 
specifically focusing on how chocolate affects moods 
and brain chemistry.  
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Research Paper: Narrowing Your Topic Worksheet 
Fill in the chart about your topic: 
Topic: 
 
 

 

Subtopics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What subtopics are of most interest to you? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What new questions do you have about your 
topic? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Develop a working thesis statement. 
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Assignment: Research Paper Proposal (Required Research Paper Step—50 pts.) 
 
DUE: ______________________________ 
 
Your research proposal is your opportunity to narrow down your research to a specific, guiding 
research question and focus.  Once you have chosen your topic from one of our readings, you 
should consider doing some basic preliminary research, using Google or Wikipedia or a general 
encyclopedia, to get a broad idea of what directions exist and what interests you.  
 
Length: 1 page, typed, MLA format 
 
Grading: Your proposal will be graded on adherence to assignment and organization. 
 
Research Focus:  Technology and The Circle by Dave Eggers 
 
Your proposal should provide the following information in a well-developed, 8-10 sentence 
paragraph. 

• Identify your topic 
o Who or what is the focus of your research paper?  

• How did you chose your topic 
o What preliminary research did you do?  Did you look at encyclopedias, 

newspapers, magazines, book reviews, internet, etc.?  Be specific as to which 
sources you used. 

• Identify how you will conduct your research. 
o Where will you focus your research?  e.g. library, electronic databases, books, 

journals, etc.  Remember to be specific. 
 

IMPORTANT:  This is a college level research paper; therefore, all research must be 
conducted at a college library.  Bakersfield College (BC) and California State University, 
Bakersfield (CSUB) both have good research materials.  
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Assignment: Working Bibliography (Required Research Paper Step—50 pts.) 
 
Due:  __________________    
 
Requirements: Minimum of 10 academic/scholarly sources 
    
Format:  MLA  (See the sample working bibliography for formatting.) 
 
Purpose: 
 

Question: Why 10 sources when 5 are required for the final research paper? 
 
Answer: It’s always good to start with more than you need and eliminate instead of 

having to return to researching.   
 
Definition: 
A working bibliography is a list of potential sources that you have skimmed over by  
reading the abstracts, reading the introductions, topic sentences, conclusions, etc.   
 
Based on your initial impressions of the sources, rank them as to their usefulness to your 
goals for your paper.  You can rank the sources with “stars” or some other classification 
sequence that works for you.  Classifying the sources tells you which of the sources you 
want to go back and read carefully and which sources you will leave until later.   
 
Sources: 

• no abstracts 
• no book or film reviews 
• no source older than 7 years. 
• no commercial websites 
• no article less than 2 pages  

 
Grading: 
You will be graded on your adherence to the assignment requirements and accuracy of 
MLA formatting.   
 
Formatting Reminders: 

r double spaced 
r hanging indent 
r extra space removed (if applicable) 
r alphabetical order 
r title formats: italics, quotation marks, capitalization 
r spelling 
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Raymond Chandler 

Professor Denise Mitchell 

English B1a (CRN: 1234) 

15 January 2015 

Working Bibliography 

Carney, Scott.  The Red Market: On the Trail of the World's Organ Brokers, Bone Thieves, Blook 

Farmers, and Child Traffickers.  HarperCollins, 2011.  Print. 

 **** 

Cook, Rachel.  "Tools of the Anti-Trafficking Trade: Gifts, Prayer and Offers of Support."  

bakersfieldcalifornian.com.  The Bakersfield Californian, 16 Feb. 2013.  Web. 15 Jan. 

2015. 

 ** 

Honey, Karen. "Putting a stop to organ trafficking and tourism." Journal of Clinical 

Investigation 119.3 (2009): 425. Academic OneFile. Web. 15 Jan. 2015. 

 **** 
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Assignment: Annotated Bibliography (Required Research Paper Step—75 pts.) 
 
Due: _________________________ 
 
Definition:  

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for 
researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works cited" depending on the 
style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the 
author, title, publisher, etc.). 
 
An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. 
Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. 
Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following: 
 

• Summarize: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics 
are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length 
of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.  
 

• Assess: After summarizing a source, evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How does it compare with 
other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or 
objective? What is the goal of this source?  
 

• Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your 
research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can 
you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?  
 

Adapted from: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/ 

Assignment: 
• Using works from your working bibliography, find a minimum of 6 scholarly sources that you've 

determined will be useful in your paper.  
• Summarize, assess, and reflect on each source. 
• Print and/or photocopy the article or material being annotated. 
• Prepare a minimum 5-7 sentence paragraph annotation for each source that includes at least one direct 

quotation from the source, including parenthetical citations 
Types of Sources: 

• All scholarly/academic 
• All print sources (That is that they exist in print; they may be from the electronic databases.) 
• One source may come from one of the essays in Reflections or from The Red Market 
• No reviews, No abstracts, No commercial websites. 

 

Requirements: 
• Typed MLA; Times New Roman; 12 pt. 
• Use “hanging” indent. 
• See attached sample annotated bibliography for example of the format. 

 
IMPORTANT: READ CAREFULLY!! 

Your assignment will not be read and will earn an F if any of the following occur: 
r it does not respond to the assignment 
r it does not meet the minimum length 
r it is not in correct MLA format 
r it does not use signal phrases to present all borrowed ideas 
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Summary/Critique/Annotation Template 
 
Instructions: 
Below is a template for writing a summary with a conclusion.  Pay particular attention to the 
bracketed information.  In this instance, the brackets indicate information you need add.  Fill in 
the information according to the directions given in the brackets.  Do not leave the information 
in the brackets. 
 
[Full bibliography of source].  [USE HANGING INDENT AS YOU WOULD FOR A 

WORKS CITED PAGE]  [Author’s name], in [title], [argues, shows, demonstrates, 

bolsters, suggests, expresses, describes, reveals, delineates, etc.] that [summarize the 

thesis or claim the author presents].  An example of [author’s thesis/claim] is [present 

example]. [Author’s name] further supports [his claim/thesis with] a number of [reasons, 

facts, statistics, case studies, quotes, images, narratives, etc.].  First, [present example].  

Second, [example].  Third, [example].  [Author’s]  [position, theory, perspective, etc.] is 

[awkward, unclear, clear, supported, etc.] because [critique the source].  As a result, 

[based on your reading, present your conclusions, your opinion about the subject.]  

 

SUMMARY/CRITIQUE: 
A summary that identifies the central issue, raises questions, takes notice of approaches, and 
reviews the significance of the results. Its purpose is to highlight both the shortcomings as well 
as strengths of a subject. 
 

1. Read the piece.  Pay close attention to the title and purpose of the work.  Look up words 
you do not understand. 

2. Examine the presentation.  Objective? Biased? Offers examples? Provides evidence? 
3. Interpret.  How successful was the author at proving/developing his point? 
4. Conclusion.  Based on the information provided, what conclusions/decisions do you 

make? 
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Summary/Annotation Worksheet 
 

1. [Author’s name], in [title],  
 
2. [argues, shows, demonstrates, bolsters, suggests, expresses, describes, reveals, delineates, 

etc.]  
 

3. that [summarize the thesis or claim the author presents].   
 
4. An example of [author’s thesis/claim] is [present example].  
 
5. [Author’s name] further supports [his claim/thesis with, via, etc.]  

 
6. with a number of [reasons, facts, statistics, case studies, quotes, images, narratives, etc.].  
 
7. First, [present example].   
 
8. Second, [example].   
 
9. Third, [example].   
 
10. [Author’s] [position theory, ideology, perspective, etc.]  

 
11. is [awkward, unclear, clear, supported, etc.]  

 
12. because [critique the information].   
 
13. As a result, [based on your reading, present your conclusions, your opinion about the 

subject.] 
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Assignment:	 Revised	Thesis	and	Sourced	Topic	Sentence	Outline		
(Required	Research	Paper	Step—100	pts.)	

	
DUE:		______________________________________________	
	
This	is	an	outline	of	your	entire	paper.	It	is	your	roadmap	to	the	final	product.	Once	you’ve	
completed	the	outline,	writing	the	final	paper	will	be	easy.	
	
Submit:	

• Original	research	proposal	(with	my	comments)		
• Sourced	Topic	Sentence	Outline	

	
Content:	

• The	outline	must	include	the	source	information.  	
o Include	the	quotes	from	the	sources	in	the	outline	so	that	you	and	I	can	see	

how	you	intend	to	use	the	information.	Be	sure	you	copy	the	lead-ins	and	the	
parenthetical	citations.  	

o Be	sure	that	you	include	all	5	scholarly	sources	and	your	primary	source	
(the	novel)	in	your	outline.  •		

• Follow	the	format	in	the	following	template.	
	
Format:	

o Typed	according	to	MLA	format.	qq		
o Include	source	information	
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Basic Format for a Topic Sentence Outline 
 

Working Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Discussion/Topic Area: ________________________________________________ 

• Paragraph: Topic Sentence 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote: 
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Synthesis of the sources to the thesis. 
 
Transition to next Discussion/Topic Area: ________________________________________________ 

• Paragraph: Topic Sentence 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Synthesis of sources to the thesis. 
 
Transition to new next Discussion/Topic Area: 
_______________________________________________ 

• Paragraph: Topic Sentence 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source. 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion 

• Paragraph: Synthesis of sources to the thesis. 
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Transition to next Discussion/Topic Area: ________________________________________________ 
• Paragraph: Topic Sentence 

• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Synthesis of the sources to the thesis. 
 
Transition to next Discussion/Topic Area: ________________________________________________ 

• Paragraph: Topic Sentence 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Transition to next source 
• Source, Context, and Quote:  
• Discussion: 

• Paragraph: Synthesis of the sources to the thesis. 
 
Continue in this way until you’ve addressed all of your sub-topics and incorporated all of the 
required sources.   
 
Conclusion Paragraph 

• Synthesize and summarize the sub-topics, discussing the significance of the sub-topics to the thesis. 
 
Instructions: 

• You need at least two (2) sources per discussion/topic area. 
• No more than two (2) quotes per paragraph. 
• Synthesis paragraph is an analysis of the conclusions you’ve drawn about the sources as they relate to 

the discussion area and to the thesis. 
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Assignment:   Polished Rough Draft Conference 
(Required Research Paper Step—50 pts.) 

 
DUE: _____________________ 
 
Purpose: 
Our conference is our time to look at your paper one-on-one and specifically address issues you 
may be having with the project.  I’ve included a very basic template for you to follow if you’re 
still having difficulty organizing your material.   
 

What to bring:  

• Complete typed and printed draft of your research paper (I will not look at papers 
on laptops.) 

• Printouts and/or photocopies of your sources 
• A specific area, idea, problem, etc. that you want help with or that you want me to 

look at. 
 

I will . . . 

• skim over the contents of your paper, looking for basic organization and 
presentation.  

• review and respond to specific areas that you are finding difficult.  
• discuss use of proper MLA format with you.  
• explain any areas where plagiarism may be a problem.  
• advise you if your paper does or does not meet the necessary criteria.  
• inform you if there are serious errors in grammar and/or mechanics.    

I will not . . .  
• proofread your paper  
• correct errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation  
• thoroughly read your entire paper because there will not be sufficient time to do 

so.    
 
Requirements:    

q Attendance is required—no exceptions!!!   
q The research paper must be typed, complete, and include the works cited page.  

I WILL NOT VIEW PAPERS ON LAPTOPS. 
q The research paper must have been submitted to turnitin.com at least 3 HOURS PRIOR 

TO OUR MEETING.   
q Bring complete printouts and/or photocopies of the sources in case there are questions 

during our meeting.  
q Bring your final paper outline. 
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Assignment:   Final Research Paper Submission Requirements 
 
DUE: ______________________ 
 
Requirements: 
 
Submit the following items in a large envelope.  (NOT a binder or a folder) 

r Final Draft of the Research Paper 

r Draft reviewed at conference 

r Peer reviewed draft with peer review checklist attached. 

r Outline 

r Copies of Sources 

o Sources must be stapled and labeled with the author’s name and the title of the 
work. 
 

o Quoted, paraphrased, and summarized passages must be HIGHLIGHTED on the 
sources. 
 

o You do not need to photocopy The Circle if you’ve used it in your paper. 
 

r COMPLETED (as in physically checked off) Research Paper Submission Requirements 
Checklist. 
 

r COMPLETED (as in physically checked off) MLA Document Checklist 

  



English B1a  dmitchel@bakersfieldcollege.edu 
Professor Denise Mitchell  Office:  FA 71    Phone: 661-395-4541 

29-Mar-16 17 

Research Paper Submission Requirements Checklist: 
 
Instructions: Complete the following checklist and include the checklist with your research 
paper submission. 

¨ Large manila envelope that includes the following material: 
¨ Final polished draft of your research paper.   

¨ Minimum 5 pages, not including the works cited page (5 full pages of 
content).  

¨ Minimum 5 scholarly/academic (secondary) sources.   
• There is no set requirement for number or kind of primary sources. 
• No more than one secondary source may be used from Models for 

Writers: Short Essays for Composition. 
¨ Draft Reviewed at our conference. 
¨ Peer reviewed draft of your paper, including peer review sheet completed in class. 
¨ Copies (photocopies and/or printouts of all sources used in your paper (excluding 

works used from The Circle or Models for Writers: Short Essays for Composition. 
¨ Label all sources with title and author. 
¨ Highlight the content used from the sources. 

  



English B1a  dmitchel@bakersfieldcollege.edu 
Professor Denise Mitchell  Office:  FA 71    Phone: 661-395-4541 

29-Mar-16 18 

MLA Document Checklist 

q Margins: 1 inch 

q Spacing: double 

q Check “don’t add space between paragraphs of the same style) 

q Font: Times New Roman 12 

q Header:  Student’s last name and page number (Mitchell 1) 

q Heading: 

q Student’s name 

q Professor’s name 

q Course name, number and CRN 

q Date: Day Month Year (23 January 2016) 

q Title (centered) 

q Paragraph: indent first line ½” 

q Page Break: to advance to the Works Cited page 

q Center title for Works Cited 

q Hanging indent for Works Cited  

q Books and other long works’ titles in italics. 

q Articles and other short works’ titles in “quotation marks” (MLA 3.6). 

q Titles are capitalized in accordance with MLA instructions (MLA 3.6). 
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Assignment:		Oral	Presentation—FINAL	EXAM	
(Required	Research	Paper	Step—100	pts.)	

	
	
DUE:	______________________and	_____________________	
 
Assignment: 
 
Each of you has chosen an exciting and unique research paper topic.  Now is your opportunity to 
share your findings with the class.   
 
Presentations will be held the last official day of class and our final exam day. We will draw 
names to determine who goes first, so everyone must be prepared the first day of presentations.   
 
 Length: 

• 5-7 minute presentation 
 
Attendance: 
• You must attend both days of  presentations.   

NO EXCEPTIONS!!    NO EXCUSES!! 
 
Presentation Materials:  
 

You must . . . . 
• provide an outline of your presentation for me. 
• use a pertinent visual aid, such as a PowerPoint, poster, handout, etc.   
• include at least 1 scholarly source in your presentation 
• explain what you’ve learned from the research and the research process. 

You may use . . . 
• note cards 
• PowerPoint 
• Etc. 

 
Presentation Evaluation Criteria: 

• Opening statement is strong 
• Purpose is clearly presented 
• Main ideas are clearly and logically stated 
• Trustworthy individuals and/or sources are introduced and credited 
• Various examples are given 
• Strong eye contact is maintained with audience 
• Visuals are clear and visible to the audience 
• Invite the class to ask questions 
• DO NOT READ YOUR PRESENTATION 

 


