
WRITING AN ESSAY 
The Basic Elements 



Components of the Essay 

• An Introduction 
Ø A thesis 

• Body paragraphs 
• A conclusion 

•  Introduction 

•  Thesis 

• Body   
 
 
• Conclusion 



THE INTRODUCTION 



Parts of the Introduction 
•  The first sentence(s) of the introduction should present 

the overall subject of the essay. 
Ø Human trafficking 

• Next, the introduction should present the specific topic of 
the essay. 

Ø Slavery or  
Ø Exploitation or 
Ø Economic factors or 
Ø The story or essay if you are working with ONE source. 

•  Finally, your introduction presents your thesis statement. 
Ø Something that you will prove or support with facts and details 
Ø It is focused, not broad 
Ø It is a statement, not a question 



Creating the Thesis Statement 
Models for Writers (79-81) 
• Since the entire essay or paper hangs on the thesis 

statement, it is imperative that it be clear and focused. 
•  To start developing the thesis . . . 

Ø Ask questions of your chosen topic: Who? What? Where? When? Why? 
How? 

Ø Brainstorm/Listing to figure out what you know and what questions you 
have. 

Ø Cluster ideas around your subject with related ideas connected to it with 
lines.  

Ø Freewrite.  Write nonstop for 5-10 minutes about whatever comes to 
mind. 



Clustering 

Human trafficking 

sex 
Forced 
labor 

children 

organ 

   Fields 

domestics 



The Thesis 
• A thesis is . . .  

ü a central idea that requires supporting evidence, 
ü sharply focused, 
ü answers a question you have posed, 
ü resolves a problem you identified, or  
ü takes a position in a debate. 

• Ask yourself the following . . . 
ü Can you successfully develop your thesis with what you know? 
ü If necessary, do you have the sources that support your purpose for 

the essay? 
ü Can you tell your readers why they should want to read your 

essay? 



Assignment 
• Get with your team members 

1.  Working together, come up with a list of questions for each of your 
topics. 

2.  Write up the questions related to your topic. 
3.  Create at least one possible thesis statement for each of the 

questions. 
4.  Review the statements carefully and decide which of the sentences 

you like best.  Your decision should be based on which statement will 
make the most thought-provoking and/or inspiring essay.   

5.  Write your completed introduction. 
6.  Save your introduction and/or print it out.   
7.  Show me your introduction for approval. 



THE BODY 



The Body Paragraphs 
• Each body paragraph 
needs  
Ø A topic sentence that 

presents the focus of the 
paragraph. 

Ø Examples/Support for 
the topic sentence 

Ø Analysis/Discussion of 
the examples/support 

Topic Sentence 
 

Examples/Support 
 

Discussion/Analysis 



Generate Topics for the Paragraphs 
• Assignment 
• With your team members . . .  

Ø Make a list of specific topics that will develop or prove each of your 
thesis statement. 

Ø For each topic, brainstorm at least one specific example that 
supports the topic sentence and the thesis statement. 

Ø For each example, briefly discuss WHY the example is important to 
your essay. 

Ø Choose the best two or three topics with their examples and 
discussions. 

Ø Begin drafting the information into body paragraphs. 



Topic Sentence & Paragraph 
• Write a topic sentence for each of the 
topics you’ve chosen to include in your 
essay. 

• Introduce the example you will use to 
support the topic sentence. 

• Discuss why the example is significant and 
how it supports your thesis statement 



Paragraph Do’s and Don’t’s 
• DO begin the paragraph in your voice. 
• DO NOT begin a paragraph with a source. 
• DO end the paragraph with your thoughts 
and analysis of the information. 

• DO NOT end the paragraph with a quote or 
with information from a source. 



THE CONCLUSION 



The Conclusion 

• Stresses the importance of 
the thesis statement 

• Highlights key points from 
the essay 

•  Leaves a final impression 
on the reader 

• NEVER begins with the 
words 
 “In conclusion . . .” 

 
 

Specific 
 
 
 
 
 

General  



The Conclusion 
• Assignment 

Ø Rephrase your thesis statement 
Ø List one or two key points you made in your paper 
Ø Write down a final impression you want to leave with 

your reader. 
Ø Draft your conclusion 
Ø NEVER begin a conclusion with “In conclusion” !!!!! 



You’re on your way . . . 


